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                          November 24, 2011
Chamber Recognizes Gerry Binhammer for 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award
Well known former funeral director and philanthropist Gerry Binhammer will take centre stage when the Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber of Commerce holds the Achievement Awards Gala on Saturday, January 28, 2012.  It was announced at the Chamber’s Annual General Meeting on November 23rd that Mr. Binhammer was chosen to receive the Chamber’s prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award.


Binhammer, who received his funeral director’s license in 1954, and worked in Toronto before moving to Pembroke to work with Malcolm and Deavitt Funeral Home. He purchased the business in 1962, renaming it Malcolm, Deavitt & Binhammer. Gerry Binhammer was an astute businessman and saw the business through many improvements before his retirement in the late 1990’s.  Throughout his lifetime in business, Binhammer was active in many community groups and contributed generously to many community needs.  He repeatedly has made major financial gifts to countless community projects.  Among his greatest gifts was a $100,000 donation to the Renfrew County District School Board that allowed nine students each year from Fellowes High School and General Panet High School to receive $1000 bursaries each for academic achievement, assisting them to attend post-secondary education.

The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes an individual who has been involved in business for more than 25 years, who has demonstrated leadership and vision, and who has proven to be a positive role model for the business community. 

Chamber President, Gary Melnyk, says “Gerry Binhammer is a role model for all business people. He has earned the admiration and respect of the business community and the community as a whole.  He has given of his time to serve others both in business and in his contributions our community and continues to be active in his retirement.  For these reasons the Chamber is pleased to recognize Gerry’s accomplishments with its most celebrated award.”


The Lifetime Achievement award is one of several that will be presented as part of the Business Achievement Award Gala, which is the primary fundraiser for the Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber of Commerce. The majority of the awards, which include Citizen of the Year, Small, Medium and Large Business, Community Organization, Farm Enterprise, New Business, Young Entrepreneur of the Year and the Feature Award are open to public nomination.  This year’s Feature Award will recognize an employer in the Skilled Trades field.  The deadline to nominate an individual or business for a Chamber award is November 30th. Nominations can be made online at www.uovchamber.com. 
Tickets for the Gala are now on sale for $70 per person.  The price for tickets will rise to $85 beginning January 1st and the deadline to purchase tickets is January 14, 2012.  Please call the Chamber office to reserve your tickets at 613-732-1492.  The Gala includes a four course meal, silent auction and Awards show which is broadcast on community television by TV Cogeco.
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For more information:
Lorraine MacKenzie, Executive Director

Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber of Commerce

Phone: 613-732-1492
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