2011 Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber of Commerce Business Achievement Award Recipients

Feature Award: Skilled Trades Employer of the Year 2011  
Terry Waito Homes
It takes a special business to be willing to devote the time and energy to assist young people learn the skills they need to be successful in their chosen trade. The mentoring often takes time away from the productivity of the business, but thankfully there are people in our community who believe making an effort to tutor young apprentices is just part of being a good corporate citizen.

Terry Waito, of Terry Waito Home Inc. understands the importance of training young people in the field. One only has to look at his staff, all journeymen who started as apprentices in his company, to know he he walks the talk. His patience and willingness to help youth also continues to play an important role in the development of those involved in the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program. He is an excellent example of what the apprenticeship training model was meant to accomplish.

Terry Waito – Skilled Trades Employer of the Year

Community Organization of the Year  
The Alexandra Club Auxiliary to Community Health Care
There were seven outstanding nominees for this award, a testament to the amazing impact these organizations have on the quality of life of people our community.

One, however, stood out  – The Alexandra Club Auxiliary to Community Health Care. The Alexandra Club was initially the auxiliary of the Pembroke Cottage and then Civic Hospital. When the hospital closed in 1997 the members of the auxiliary, instead of disbanding, chose to focus on community health care and years later continue to have a tremendous impact as a fundraising group. 
Its list of contributions to the community is long and includes funds distributed to Carefor, Pembroke Regional Hospital, Miramichi Lodge, Handi-Bus, area food banks, Beachburg and Petawawa medical clinics, Fairfield's Retirement Home and Algonquin College's Capital Campaign.

Alexandra Club – Community Organization of the Year

Farm Enterprise of the Year  
Barclay Dick & Son Farm Supply
A commitment to preserving farming in the Upper Ottawa Valley is high on the list of criteria for winning this award and Barclay Dick & Son Farm Supply, a third generation family business in Admaston-Bromley Township, has demonstrated this and much more in the past 30 years.

Originating as a livestock and seed production operation, owners Kevin and Veronica Dick and Michael and Jennifer Doelman currently farm 2200 acres under a cash crop rotation with both diverse and traditional crops. They were the first farm in Renfrew County to own a no-till drill to reduce erosion and improve soil health. They also use Global Positioning Systems for more precise application of crop-protection products.

They believe a strong family business does best in a strong healthy community extending that philosophy into supporting numerous causes in the local area.

Barclay Dick & Son Farm Supply – Farm Enterprise of the Year

Medium Business of the Year  
NRTC Communications
Last year marked the 100th anniversary of this business and the celebrating continues for NRTC Communications. Established as the North Renfrew Telephone Company in 1911, the shareholder-owned company NRTC has always been locally owned and 100 per cent locally operated. The founders had a vision when they brought telephone service to rural areas. Decades later NRTC was the first Internet provider in the area to offer high-speed DSL to rural telephone customers, making us the first community west of Ottawa to have this service.  Shortly after this major accomplishment, NRTC was able to service Pembroke and Petawawa and in 2006 installed a 300-foot tower on Wilson Road in Laurentian Valley bringing high-speed wireless Internet to communities such as  Foresters Falls, Rankin, Micksburg, Lake Dore, Locksley, Laurentian Valley, Whitewater Region, and Cobden.

Sound business practices, leadership and involvement in the Upper Ottawa Valley community has made NRTC the judge's choice for Medium Business of the Year.

New Business of the Year 
The Valley Gazette
It takes strong entrepreneurial skills and a good dose of courage to take a dream and turn it into reality, but Michel Lavigne, owner and publisher of The Valley Gazette in Barry's Bay has proven to have what it takes.

In just under two years, Mr. Lavigne and his staff of seven have built a weekly newspaper that has garnered the attention of the community; both readers and advertisers. Media, and the newspaper industry in particular, has struggled to find its place in the world of instant as-it-happens breaking news, however three people led by M. Lavigne believed there was still a place for a quality community publication that covered local sports, news, and features – stories that matter. The Gazette, in 18 months, has gained the trust and support of the community and its future looks good.

The Valley Gazette – New Business of the Year

Small Business of the Year  
Harding’s Pharmacy
Being a success in business requires leadership, knowledge and conviction, but it in small urban and rural areas it also means being a part of the fabric of the community. Christine Harding, of Harding’s Pharmacy in Deep River understood that and in five years, her impact on the town and surrounding area has been impressive.

Ms. Harding passed away earlier this month, however her husband Jurgen is with us tonight to accept this award in honour of his wife.

Born and raised in Deep River, Christine worked for a large corporation as a pharmacist for a number of years before deciding to strike out on her own.

Six years later and with a staff of six, Harding’s Pharmacy is flourishing but even though she was busy, Christine's commitment to bettering the lives of people of Deep River and the surrounding area never waned. Harding’s Pharmacy is a sponsor of numerous area sports teams, Mackenzie Community School, and Deep River's Summerfest. Christine was a past president of the Deep River Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Deep River Police Services Board, and a member of Harding’s Pharmacy Relay for Life Team that raised more than $10,000 in 2011. She was also the honorary speaker at midnight at the event. Her contribution to her community is her legacy. She will be remembered as one of Deep River's favourite daughters. 

Christine Harding, owner of Harding’s Pharmacy – Small Business of the Year

Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
Ben Rutz, Ben Rutz Entertainment
This year's winner began his professional career at age 17. Eight years later he's not only a household name in Renfrew County but also in some very influential country music circles.

Ben Rutz comes by his talent honestly, as his family is well known for its musical abilities.

This incredibly talented fiddle player originally planned to be a history teacher. Now, instead of standing in front of a classroom of 20 some students, he's on stage with the Johnny Reid Band, one of the most successful country music artists on the charts today.

It was education's loss and the music industry's gain. For eight years Ben Rutz has been with Johnny Reid playing a significant role in the band's accumulation of multiple Canadian Country Music Awards.

Ben put his first solo CD out in 2011 and his fans are hoping 2012 will see even more new music from this talented young man.

On the world\s stage he continues to represent the Ottawa Valley. Proud of his roots, he mentions the Valley at every opportunity.

As an up-and-coming celebrity he has put his Algonquin College education to good use. Ben has created a solid business plan and knows how to market himself while maintaining his strong ties to this community. He still works for Denis and Debbie Moncion in Petawawa where he loves interacting with customers, including signing autographs and personalizing his CD.

The Ottawa Valley goes on tour each time Ben Rutz travels, making him not only our special ambassador but this year's Young Entrepreneur of the Year.

Large Business of the Year  
Allen Vanguard
This award is presented to a business with more than 30 employees, with the successful recipient having to meet a stringent list of criteria and this year the judge's chose Allen Vanguard.

The Pembroke-based manufacturing company is a global leader  in operationalizing technology, which includes expertise in counter-measures against lethal threats such as Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs). As the nominator pointed out, the world would be a better place if a company such as Allen Vanguard did not have to exist, however we can be thankful that it does, as its bomb suits have been credited with saving the lives of Canadian soldiers and police officers.

The protective suit was featured in the 2010 Oscar-winning movie the Hurt Locker and was made right here in Pembroke. The company in charge of providing the suit for the movie, talked to bomb squads about their equipment and Allen Vanguard's suit was the most widely used in 120 countries.

In 2011, Allen Vanguard landed a $7.5 million contract for integrated heavy bomb suits. The work, done mainly in Pembroke, not only strengthened the local economy, but also supported the military as the suits will be used by Canadian Forces members who  require chemical and respiratory protection.

The success of the company has also translated into success for local community-oriented charities such as the United Way campaign and the Soldier On Program, who benefit from the generosity of Allen Vanguard and its staff.

As the manufacturing industry struggles Allen Vanguard has risen above and is a fitting choice for this year's Large Business of the Year Award. 

Citizen of the Year  
Shelley Rolland-Poruks 
When it comes to people who have a “special impact” on the region, we have a long list to choose from in the Upper Ottawa Valley. In most cases, volunteerism comes into their lives at a specific time: when their child needs a coach for their soccer team, or a friend needs some help on a committee, or a company needs an employee representative for an organization, or volunteering becomes the thing to do in retirement.

Since Shelley Rolland-Poruks arrived here, she has been involved in the community. And she doesn’t just hold a place on these committees…she leads them, as if she has been in the organization for years. She is the Chapter Lead for the Women in Nuclear Chapter for Eastern Ontario, after having been involved with the organization since starting at AECL. 

Locally, she sits on the Ottawa Valley Economic Development group.  She has also been involved with the Deep River Chamber of Commerce since moving to the area, including being a member of the Board. She volunteers for the Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber.

As an advocate for the community, Shelley continues to serve on the Board of Directors for the United Way, and recently led the staff at AECL to raise over $100,000 for the local charity. She is a supporter of Summerfest and is Co-Chair of the Deep River Community Action Network. She is also a leader in the Deep River Women’s Networking Group.

There is one more thing that is important in considering Shelley’s impact in the community: her age.

Shelley is a leader of her generation. She is someone who can inspire others to continue the tradition of volunteering and giving in this region. That becomes important for the history of the causes that have continued throughout generations in our communities. We should all feel comfort in knowing that this woman is the future of community involvement. 

With her fun-loving nature, extremely generous heart and positive personality, Shelley is a true gift to our community. 


Chamber Member of the Year  
Evelyn Culleton

This years’ Chamber Member of the Year actively participates on Chamber committees, including the Gala Committee and the Education Committee.

She continues to utilize her expertise in the Education field to help with the organization and planning of Chamber events and continues to demonstrate leadership and commitment to the Chamber.  

She is extremely active in the community and attends many of the Chamber events.  When she attends an event she doesn’t just attend, she jumps in and volunteers to help.

Please join me in congratulating this years’ Chamber Member of the Year Evelyn Culleton. 

